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Young Scot and Scottish Land Commission established a 

partnership to explore how young people understand, perceive and 

have a connection with their local urban areas. This partnership 

used a co-design approach to explore insights from a broad range 

of young people about land and buildings in cities and towns. 

 
As well as exploring young people’s connection to the urban environment, the partnership 

also explored their understandings of how decisions about land use are made and how they 

could be better involved in these processes. Two key pieces of work were delivered through 

the partnership, an Insight Survey to collect a broad range of views from young people 

across Scotland, and My Toon Jam which was a face to face one day jam event exploring 

the key themes in more depth with a group of young people. 
 

 

  



3 
 

Co-design 
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Insights Survey 
 

 

My Toon Jam  
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Insights Survey 
 

 Age  
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http://rewards.youngscot.org/
http://www.young.scot/get-involved
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Local Authority  

 

 

http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/
http://www.inverclyde.gov.uk/
http://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/
http://www.midlothian.gov.uk/
http://www.angus.gov.uk/
http://www.moray.org/
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
http://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/
http://www.clacksweb.org.uk/
http://www.northlan.gov.uk/
http://www.dumgal.gov.uk/
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/
http://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/
http://www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/
http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/
http://www.eastdunbarton.gov.uk/
http://www.scotborders.gov.uk/
http://www.eastlothian.gov.uk/
http://www.shetland.gov.uk/
http://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/
http://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/
http://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/
http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/
http://www.stirling.gov.uk/
http://www.fife.gov.uk/
http://www.west-dunbarton.gov.uk/
http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/
http://www.w-isles.gov.uk/
http://www.w-isles.gov.uk/
http://www.highland.gov.uk/
http://www.westlothian.gov.uk/
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My Toon Jam 
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Current Activity 
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Young people’s connection to the urban environment 
 

 

Home & housing 
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“The area around me is used horribly. The grass land is packed full with shabby council 

houses that those living there don't even want…because they’re that bad” 

 
 

“I would say that my housing is overpriced, families struggle as the rent is too high like 

mine” 

 

Place of work/place of study 
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Shops 

“Better businesses and different ones as well as better shops…it's just the same (shops) … 

and businesses are just shutting down because of it” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community hubs and safe spaces 
 

  

 

“I feel that there should be more shops 
and businesses in my town centre. 
Although small, I think that there is 
definitely enough space…and there is 
nowhere that I can shop” 
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 “I believe there should be more places that are created where the community and society 

can come together and many places to have the freedom to be accepted” 

 

 

“I think there should be particular plots of land that are dedicated to the needs and desires 

of young people” 

“There’s nothing for young people aged 16+ or only one option and many young people are 

finding building pressure in groups from bullying etc” 
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Spaces for leisure 
 

 

“No space for kids to play. Have to walk ages to get to the nearest decent park. The football 

pitches are poorly up kept.” 

 

 
 



14 
 

Greenspace & space for food growing 
 

 

 

“I think the local community I am (in) should be notified when they are building houses 

because we have no space or green land to do fun activities now”  

 “I feel that there should be more nature places which I would love a community garden or 

nature related” 
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Creative spaces 

 

 

 

Sites of heritage 

 

Derelict land & buildings 
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Transport networks  
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Young people’s awareness about decision making  

 

 

 

 

Young people’s awareness of communities’ rights  
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I have no understanding

I have little understanding
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I have some understanding

I understand it well

% of respondents
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“I was concerned to see that the councils have more say than the people that live in these 

areas and that the people in these areas don't get much say” 

 

Young people’s role in decision making 
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“I, as a young person, would like to be 
more involved about the land I live on 
and I would very much like to 
understand it also” 
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Online Engagement  
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Face to Face Engagement 

“I think it's extremely important to get the message across to people in a different way as 

events come and go and sometimes there is no other opportunity to get your own thoughts 

or ideas across.  Schools and workplaces should really be at the forefront of this as the 

people in these buildings should see the importance of having a say that really does get 

brought into action” 

 

“If you could give out more information in sensible places, that'd be great” 
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